
RECURRENCE OF INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC.
The possibility of a recurrence of influenza

this winter has been discussed by Surgeon-Gen-
eral Blue in an official bulletin, in which he
states that although the epidemic will probably
recur this year it is not likely to be so severe

as during last winter. He urges state and city
officials and boards of health to be prepared.
It is known that influenza is spread by direct

and indirect contact; but because it is not yet
certain that the germ has been isolated, there is
no preventative on which we can rely with as-

surance except the enforcement of rigid rules
of sanitation and the avoidance of personal con-
tact. It is probable that there was a close rela-
tion between the influenza pandemic and
the constantly increasing pneumonia mortality
rate prior to> the fall of 1918, and it is to be
hoped that a lesson has been learned from this
failure to recognize the early cases. The mor-

tality statistics of the United States show
that there were a number of extensive
though mild forerunners during the three or

four years preceding the epidemic last winter.
The studies of the Public Health Service indi-
cate that the disease was not an importation
from abroad.
Although there is as yet no conclusive evi-

dence on this point, we have reason to believe
that an attack during the earlier stages of the
epidemic conferred a considerable but not abso-
lute immunity in the later outbreaks. One thing,
however, is certain,—that whatever the micro-
organism may be, it is communicable from per-
son to person, and it is probable that the germ
is carried about not only by persons ill with in-
fluenza, but also by some who are entirely well.
The report of the Surgeon-General states that
it is probable that we may expect at least local
recurrences, with an increase over the normal
mortality from pneumonia for perhaps several
years, and urges that we be prepared to meet
them by previous organization of forces and
measures for attempted prevention, treatment,
and scientific investigation.

SIR WILLIAM OSLER.
In a recent issue of Science there is an ac-

count of the presentation made to Sir William
Osier, Regius professor of medicine in the Uni-
versity of Oxford, on July 11, 1919, his seven-

tieth birthday. Two anniversary volumes con-

taining medical contributions by English and
American colleagues were presented by Sir Clif-
ford Allbutt ot the house of the Royal Society
of Medicine on behalf of about one hundred and
fifty subscribers and contributors.
Sir William Osier, honored equally by Great

Britain and America as an eminent leader in
medicine, beloved by his professional colleagues,
his students, and the sick with whom he has
come in contact, has devoted his life and service
to the advance of medical science. During his
life, he has held the chairs of medicine at Mc-
Gill University, the University of Pennnsylvaia,
the Johns Hopkins University, and Oxford. His
knowledge of pathology was acquired in his
early days at Montreal; this training and the
fact that for many years he has taught medieine
to students not from text-books, but by direct
contact with the sick, have made possible his
eminent position in clinical medicine.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at NYU WASHINGTON SQUARE CAMPUS on June 26, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


